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Prunus serrulata ‘Ukon’ (‘Ukon’ Japanese flowering cherry, synonym: Prunus serrulata f. grandiflora) was described in Japan in

1813. The Japanese called the tree Ukon, after the spice turmeric. But its flowers are not as yellow as the spice. The German

doctor, scientist and botanist Philip Franz Von Siebold took the selection with him from his trip to Japan in 1830, making the

‘Ukon’ the first Japanese cherry tree in Europe. The cultivar can reach up to 8 metres in height and has a vase-shaped crown,

which can reach a width of up to 5 metres. At a young age, Prunus serrulata ‘Ukon’ absolutely needs formative pruning for a

proper branch structure. 

In late April, early May, the ‘Ukon’ selection’s flowers open, at about the same time as the flowers of the Prunus serrulata ‘Kanzan’.

The blossoms start out green-yellow and then slowly turn into cream yellow. When the blossoms are almost done blooming, the

hearts of the flowers turn pink. Simultaneous with the blossoms, the oval, serrate leaves bud bronze. That makes for a beautiful

contrast with the yellow blossoms. The ‘Ukon’ cultivar has spectacular red-violet autumn colours. The bark of the tree is grey-

brown and smooth, and the twigs are yellow-green and bare, with the lenticels that are characteristic of Japanese cherry trees.

Prunus serrulata ‘Ukon’ bears no fruit. 

The ‘Ukon’ Japanese flowering cherry does not tolerate wet, nutrient-poor or windy environments, but is very strong and healthy

otherwise. Plant the tree in a sheltered, sunny place, in nutrient-rich and very permeable soil. Like most trees in the Prunus

serrulata family, its wide crown shape makes Prunus serrulata ‘Ukon’ too wide to be used in streets. The tree looks a lot better in

(large) gardens, central reservations or other park-like situations.

TYPES OF PLANTING

Tree types: standard trees, multi-stemmed trees, shade trees 

 

USE

Location: park, central reservation, large garden, cemetery, traffic areas, industrial zones  |  Pavement: none 

 

CHARACTERISTICS

Crown shape: wide vase-shaped  |  Crown structure: semi-open  |  Height: 6 - 8 m  |  Width: 10 - 15 m  |  Winter hardiness zone: 6A - 9A 

 

ASPECTS

Wind: intolerant to wind  |  Soil: loess, sabulous clay, light clay, sand, loamy soil  |  Nutrient level: moderately rich in nutrients, rich in

nutrients  |  Soil moisture level: dry, moist  |  Light requirements: sun  |  pH range: neutral, alkaline (7.8 - 8.2)  |  Host plant/forage plant: bees,

nectar value 3, pollen value 3  |  Extreme environments: tolerates air pollution 

 

PLANTKENMERKEN

Flowers: raceme, striking, pendulous, half filled, big  |  Flower colour: cream-yellow, yellow-green  |  Flowering period: April - May  |  Leaf

colour: buds bronze, green  |  Leaves: deciduous, ovoid, lanceolate, serrate  |  Autumn colour: red-violet  |  Fruits: no fruit  |  Bark colour: grey-

brown  |  Bark: smooth  |  Twig colour: yellow-green  |  Twigs: bare, with lenticels  |  Root system: shallow, slightly branched 
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